
Clyde Foster broke through the barriers of segregation to create NASA’S first 
training program for African-Americans. He also used his skills in math and 
physics to determine how much thrust was required to launch a rocket. Later, 
Clyde became one of the first black mayors in the Jim Crow south.

In 1961, Jerrie Cobb and 12 other female pilots proved that women were just 
as physically and mentally capable as men to be astronauts, undergoing the 
same rigorous tests as the men. But Jerrie never flew in space, because NASA 
didn’t accept women pilots. She spent the next 20 years working hard to pave 
the way for future women astronauts. 

As a boy, Morgan Watson liked to tinker with things and had good grades
in math and chemistry. He studied engineering and became the first
African-American engineer at NASA. Later he designed the first stage booster 
rocket that launched men into space.

Joann Morgan had a passion for space exploration, and was determined to be 
a part of it. She became NASA’s first aerospace engineer and later, the only 
woman on the team that launched Apollo 11 to the moon.

Rocket Launcher: Clyde Foster

Thermo Dynamo: Morgan Watson

Mission Controller: Joann Morgan

Test Pilot: Jerrie Cobb



In 1992, Mae Jemison made history as the first African-American woman to 
fly into space. She was also a doctor, and during her eight days in space, she 
conducted experiments to see if frogs could reproduce in space.

From a little girl who loved to look at stars, to the woman who helped develop 
the Hubble Telescope, Nancy Grace Roman is a true pioneer. Her work on the 
Hubble makes it possible for us to see galaxies we didn’t know existed.

In high school, Peggy Yohner fell in love with math. Later, she helped develop 
compressors and turbines in jet engines.  Today, when you fly on a jetliner, 
you’re safe because of the work she did. 

In high school, Carolyn Huntoon was fascinated by how the body works. 
At NASA, she pioneered a study of the effects of long-term microgravity 
(weightlessness) – on the astronauts. Her work paved the way for people to 
live in space for long periods of time. 

George Caruthers followed his passion for astronomy to the moon. He invented 
the ultraviolet camera that took the first pictures of earth from the moon. These 
images began a new era in our knowledge of the solar system and the universe.

Astronaut: Mae Jemison

Math Whiz: Peggy Yohner

Microgravity Guru: Carolyn Huntoon

Ultraviolet Visionary: George Caruthers

Hubble Hero: Nancy Grace Roman
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